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REPLY COMMENTS OF BELL ATLANTIC

virtually all the commentors recognize that the issues

surrounding compensation for transferred calls are ones for the

operator service provider and interexchange carrier industries and

that they do not involve exchange carriers. Capital Network

System, however, continues to advance its previously rejected idea

that calls should be returned to the exchange carrier for transfer

to the card-issuing interexchange carrier. 1 The Bell Atlantic

telephone companies2 believe that this is still a bad idea, for the

reasons previously given by the Commission and those in

Southwestern Bell's comments. 3

In addition, Bell Atlantic questions whether the sort of

compensation arrangements discussed in the comments are really in

the pUblic interest, even if Bell Atlantic is not required to take

part in them. Bell Atlantic agrees with Sprint that the proposals

CNS at 7.

2 The Bell Telephone Company of Pennsylvania, the four
Chesapeake and Potomac telephone companies, The Diamond State
Telephone Company and New Jersey Bell Telephone Company.

3 Southwestern Bell at 3-5.
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would be costly to implement and confusing to consumers and certain

to be the source of additional dispute and litigation. 4

Finally, some filings, most pointedly that of Phonetel

Technologies ,5 suggest that tariffs would be required for one

carrier to give consumers instructions on how to dial another

carrier. simply providing such information to customers is not a

communication service that one carrier provides to another and is,

therefore, not sUbject to the tariffing requirement. These

arrangements are most appropriately left to contracts between the

participating carriers.

Respectfully sUbmitted,

James R. Young
Of Counsel

Dated: January 6, 1993

JOh1 M. Goodman

Attorney for the Bell Atlantic
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sprint at 3-6.
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